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Time for action. 

If you’re like me, you’re wondering how the hell to integrate all the lessons of the last few weeks into your life: so many new thoughts and experiences awakening us to a more creative, vibrant relationship with service and Spirit. We want meaningful activity; we want to move out of chaos into order. The full Moon in Aries is behind us on this, telling us to plunge headfirst into the quest. The next month will be incredibly busy, filled with important activity and preparation, but it’s so easy to fall back into our own predictable behavior, forgetting the more subtle, spiritual lessons of the past moon cycle. There’s a lot to be gained from keeping the focus on our dreams, ideas, and intentions, even as we are challenged to make a commitment to a course of action. 

Mars, ruler of our Aries moon, wants a battle. She wants to get pumped up before the fight.  To work with Mars consciously, we must identify what it is we’re fighting for. To utilize the energy of this full Moon, we can give our warrior a target. What in your life needs to be eliminated in order for you to step into your new path? When the full Moon rises on the 26th of September, the focus is on recognition and cutting away. What’s holding you back, setting up trenches and booby-traps? Imagine the sword of your inner-warrior cutting you free. Look at your belief systems in particular – religion, politics, philosophy. Are there allegiances that it is time to sever? These can be actual personal relationships but also identification with a particular vision. Maybe it’s an unconscious alliance with the Media Machine and it’s time to unplug. Maybe it’s an allegiance to the way you earn money. 

The stories we tell ourselves should inspire us while keeping us limber enough to confront change and challenge. Letting go of stories that deaden and disconnect us is key to finding new ways of working with the fiery energy of the warrior. This is about more than just what we are doing. It is about the energy with which we act, it’s about the consciousness we have while working, while serving. It is about values that we live and breathe, so that they are more than promises we make to ourselves, our families, the environment, the world. These values can be born now.

Just after the new Moon in Libra on October 10th, Mercury begins another round of retrograde through the signs of Scorpio and Libra. From October 12th through the 31st, let’s consider the power our words have. They can unite us in shared dreams and inspire us to action. Honest communication can expand our understanding of self and others. But words also have the power to confuse us and lead us further from truth.

Scorpio can be a bit of an enigma (and she likes it that way, thank you very much.) With Mercury there, the quality of communication veers into murkier water - clamming up in the face of intimacy, or attacking our loved ones outright because we fear getting in too deep. As the trickster planet backpedals through Scorpio, we would do well to understand the ways we use words as smokescreens rather than spotlights. Overall, this period will put an emphasis on how we communicate with our partners, friends and lovers. I am planning a nice, long talk with myself during this time in order to understand psychological-emotional needs that have been hard to define up until now. After I get clear within myself, I can talk about them with my loved ones and actually ask for what I want. But I have to be willing to be honest with myself first. Otherwise, I’m just playing more games of projection and feeling cheated out of the kind of love I crave. 

Retrograde Mercury in Scorpio will surely give us a hand in accessing other realms. This is Mercury the Psychopomp, who travels between the worlds of the living and dead.  And ‘tis the season of the witch, so open those ears to the voices of ancestors and make ready for the big Samhain purification.

The eclipses of last month shook each of us in different ways, but with the over-arching flavor of service and “right livelihood.” What are we doing with our lives? How are we using our skills in contributing to the world? Are we giving enough time and care to ourselves as well? The next three months come astrologically equipped to help us begin implementing the visions we dreamed during the eclipses, or at the very least to deal with those questions that arose. In the Equinox chart, (September 23) Mars and Pluto are opposing each other in the signs of Gemini and Sagittarius respectively. This configuration was also active during the eclipses and means our personal power, will and desires need to be examined and honed. In myth, Pluto is the god of death/rebirth, the underworld. Astrologically, Pluto gets us intimately acquainted with experiences that take us out of the ordinary and into intense revelation. Pluto pushes us over the threshold - of pain, of awareness, of understanding. It isn’t always pleasant, but it sure does do the trick in getting us in touch with what is essential and what is ready to be eliminated. 

The homework: Take a look back over the events and feelings of the past month. Which relationships were difficult? What happened at work? Any interesting new people or opportunities should be carefully considered in light of the power this time holds. Whatever was happening, it matters. After reflection, use your insights into this period to shed some light on how you use your power and desire in the world. And ask yourself some questions about your own Pluto-Mars energy: Do you shrink from confrontation or run screaming into the fray? Are you a crisis-junkie or do live on the opposite pole where remaining calm (at all costs) is king. Do you ask for what you want? Can you even imagine having exactly what you want? Do you think you deserve it or do you have to be perfect first? Pretend for a moment that you are perfect. So, what is Perfect You doing? What’s one small step you can take in the next lunar cycle that gets you closer to your vision? 

We can each take that small step together on the night of the new Moon in Libra, October 10th. After you’ve defined some of the ways you are powerful and talented – or the ways you feel blocked from accessing your personal power, call in the support you need to fully embody that energy. This is the magic of manifestation through conscious desire. Light a candle and ask for help. Then call a friend and ask for help. Tell them about the power you are seeking to cultivate and why. Then ask them about their own dreams and desires and see if there are ways you can help support them. Small steps. One by one. We get there together. Here we go.

- - -

There’s something else that is really pulling at me in looking at the Autumn Equinox chart, which forecasts the next three months. It has to do with my recent dreams (and Uranus in Pisces on the Descendant squaring Jupiter in Sagittarius, in case you’re wondering). Every night, someone else appears as a spokesperson for the Source, the Universe, that Unnamable Power of All-Oneness. The interactions are odd, and I am totally unprepared for them. I am ready to dismiss the messenger or the form of the message and then – wham! I get it. It’s a pretty simple message: There’s no wrong way. (spiritually speaking.) 

I feel so strongly about this that I am going to go out on limb. Thousands of Buddhist monks are marching in (the former) Burma, mobilizing for peace and justice and facing serious oppression, so why shouldn’t this two-bit astrologer take a tiny risk by calling it like she sees it? 

America has to face how it is deluding itself with a good/evil paradigm. Let’s face it. We are a Puritanical country. However you identify spiritually, dear reader, there is a foundation of moral righteousness that permeates our lifestyles. It’s baggage from our ancestors and it’s perpetuated by a persistent need to justify our current actions; we have to be morally superior if we indeed deserve the privileges we have MORE THAN anyone else deserves them. Of course we all deserve basic human rights, but those aren’t the privileges I’m talking about. I’m talking about the privilege of thinking we are separate from anything, anyone, anywhere, any time. A privilege that sees “me/us” and “the others.” The “others” are countless: The Catholic, the Witch, the Jew, Woman, Man, the Democrat or Republican, the soldier, the religious fundamentalist, the capitalist, the teeming masses, the elite. In the next three months, leading up to the Jupiter-Pluto conjunction in Sagittarius, we must accept the Puritan within in order to transform it. I’ll have more to say about this in the up-coming months, but for now, consider who “the others” are in your life.

In the next few months, our spiritual leaders will begin to take more of a role in bringing down the War Machine, the Poverty Machine, the Disconnection from Nature Machine – and each of us too must become a spiritual leader. Soldiers themselves will spotlight the horror and ineffectiveness of the war in Iraq – and we must listen to them even if at first we don’t like what they’re saying. By doing this, we will begin to detach from the completely useless dichotomy of us/them. As a Witch who gets so freakin’ pissed at the monotheistic religions that my throat’s sore from ranting, I’m ready. This great freaky Source of Life shows up in unexpected guises to tell me that no way of worshipping, believing, or praising is wrong. So, I’m listening. We have to get ready to face the consequences of our fear of connection and our attachment to belief. And, as so many astrologers, mystics and unconventional thinkers are pointing out, this autumn leading into the Winter Solstice is the perfect time to radically transform our consciousness. Jump on it. We can do it. Flip your mind, your whole delicious mind that lives in all parts of your body and all around you in a swirly colorful pattern. Jump up to the next level.

Get more insight about what’s up with you 

and how you can tap into your personal power! 

Rhea is available for readings by phone and in person. Call 503-234-8996.
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Hi everyone - I wanted to let you know that your monthly Full Moon Report will now come from a new email address: turningwheelastrology@yahoo.com. Please make sure to update your address book so you can continue to receive these monthly missives on the ways those beautiful cosmic forces are working in our lives.

I hope you are well and happy in this autumn time.

peace,

rhea wolf

