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In [a] nonfundamentalist understanding of faith, practice is more important than theory, love is more important than law, and mystery is seen as an insight into truth rather than an obstacle.
Andrew Sullivan, “When not seeing is believing” 

Time Magazine, Oct. 6, 2006

The less I seek my source for some definitive, the closer I am to fine.

The Indigo Girls

Pluto will be working its way out of the sign of Sagittarius and into Capricorn throughout 2008. Before the tiny demoted planet switches flavors, it feels imperative that we take this extremely rare opportunity to fully jump into the fire, letting a spiritual purpose beyond doctrine and institutional belief blend with the power to transform ourselves into conscious co-creators with the universe. No longer imprisoned by hidden, repressed desires or judgments based on fear, we are free to pursue a relationship with Spirit that has room for the unknown and for each other. 

Pluto entered Sagittarius in 1995, the same year that Jupiter was last in Sagittarius. Since then, we have really come face to face with the human capacity for religious extremism and fanaticism. We have witnessed many fists holding fast to a paradigm of fear, scarcity and dogma in our religious, political and legal institutions. Now, we humans have always battled with this – the need to cling to certainty and belief as a way to make our lives and suffering more meaningful. We’ve executed millions in the name of just as many gods. We’ve waged countless wars. We’ve claimed territory and made refugees. We’ve conquered and enslaved. We’ve made up elaborate systems of governance and law that we feel best reflect our beliefs – or that keep us most separate from what threatens those beliefs. We’re still doing it. In such a climate, it’s a struggle to offer the possibility of expanding rather than contracting consciousness.

This is an especially harrowing time of darkness and destruction. But maybe that’s missing the point. Has the human race always felt somewhat on the verge of catastrophe? Is it always the end of the world? (See above, re: atrocities committed by religious fanatics throughout the ages). Instead of this being the end of the world, I feel that this is the time of the Dark Goddess. You might be thinking that one doesn’t sound very different from the other, and you’re right. But if we look at the image of Her and see only her darkness and destruction, we are missing the point. The practice we have before us for the next few months is looking at her (inside of us) and seeing compassion, mercy, loving-kindness, and fierce devotion.

So who is she? The Black Madonna, Hecate, Kali, Persephone, Erishkegal, Lilith. She is a mother, a warrior, a demon-slayer, queen of the underworld, a whore. She is the embodiment of justice and yes, vengeance. She is violent and she is healing. She embodies the sacred and the dangerous in each of us. She takes everyone to her breast; no one is too vile or so unlovable as to provoke rebuke from her. She strikes everyone with her sword; no one is too pure to escape the truth of her. 

With this lunar cycle in Taurus and Scorpio, we have a decision to make about our priorities and whether we view the world as one-dimensional or multi-layered. The Full Moon in Taurus on October 25th craves stability and continuation. Taurus focuses on the needs of our material existence. It can also unleash appreciation and celebration of life. But its shadow side is so addicted to what’s comfortable and pleasurable that it may be unwilling to yield itself to new ways of building structures that support life.

On the other side of the zodiac, our New Moon in Scorpio on November 9th recognizes the impermanence of all phenomena and so seeks ways to transcend the ego, the individual self. But one cannot dwell in the dark transcendent all the time, and Scorpio can get addicted to dramatic cycles of transformation, unwilling to accept responsibility and take direct action on the material plane. 

In both these signs, we can find the Dark Goddess – the compassionate mother who seeks stability for her children at all costs (even if it means we never grow up or evolve) and the destroyer who seeks to free us from the limitations of over-identification with form (even if it means total annihilation). Pluto rules the taboo, that which cannot be named because it is too sacred or too dangerous. Sacred. Dangerous. This is the realm of the Dark Goddess. Jupiter conjunct Pluto brings the possibility of breaking through dogma to free what is taboo, and to find a faith and value system that claims its authority in love, respect for the unknowable, and our interrelatedness. 

It’s time to look at her and get comfortable with uncertainty. Actually, maybe we need to get uncomfortable with certainty. We must come to terms with the feminine in all her guises and forms, in each one of us. We may be asked to sacrifice something of personal value in order to contribute to the wellbeing of the collective and to see our dreams come to fruition. This doesn’t have to happen overnight – in fact it will require great patience and discipline from us. But we can begin to imagine what we need to loosen our attachments to, and with the New Moon ask for guidance on how to go about it. How are you addicted to pleasure? What are the sources of suffering that you think you can’t live without? (Maybe they’re the same thing…) How are you a fanatic? An extremist? Do you know the difference between fierce devotion and unrelenting attachment? Expand the edges of your understanding. Look into the abyss of the Dark Goddess. In this utter nothingness, we can find the strength to begin again the practice of living with purpose.

It's quite clear that humanity…can only be transfigured by a totally shocking revelation of its shadow side. And this is what we're living through, these shadow sides exploding in every direction because we have done nothing but betray the sacred in us…We have betrayed the sacred in an orgy of fundamentalism…[O]nly an almost terminal destruction that reveals to us the full extent of our responsibility in this destruction can wake us up.

~ Andrew Harvey, “The Black Madonna Returns” 

www.andrewharvey.net

Check out this blog for some insightful, thought-provoking entries from soldiers returning from Iraq: http://homefires.blogs.nytimes.com/ 

More on the Myanmar crisis: http://www.witness.org/index.php?option=com_rightsalert&Itemid=178&task=view&alert_id=53
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