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The Full Moon at 1 Gemini joins us for the holidays this Saturday, November 24. I am succumbing to the impulse to write “holidaze” because that is what it usually is – a scrambling, stressful, event-filled overdrive that leaves us little room for the reflection and rejuvenation of cozy winter nights. This lunar cycle begs us to reconsider. With a Grand Trine in the water signs, we should heed the old railroad safety warning and Stop!  Look! and Listen! Mars retrograde in Cancer says, “Go slower, take your time, feel your way through.” Uranus in Pisces says, “Look to your spirit for breakthroughs that transcend both the obligatory ritual and the selfish impulse.” Mercury in Scorpio says, “Listen to your own fiery heart and your loved ones to create time imbued with quality and deeper intimacy.”

Buy Nothing Day is November 23, the day after Thanksgiving. “Black Friday” is what retailers call it, dependent on the sales from this day to meet their financial goals for the year. After squaring Neptune, the Taurus moon is void-of-course until early Saturday morning when it enters Gemini. On this day when many observe a 24-hour consumer fast, think about nurturing yourself with true love and what constitutes real wealth in your life rather than purchasing shiny, plastic replicas of love-like textured memorabilia. Most people’s current financial outlook – like the housing market and the economy – is a little bit sluggish in terms of actual available cash, as we have been living well beyond our means. During the holidays, we could easily fall under the spell of imaginary money and the false security offered by our credit economy. At the very least, take a deep breath and wait until the Full Moon passes on the 24th before embarking on any purchasing sprees. 

Mars is retrograde right now until January 30. This happens approximately once every two years, therefore it is well worth it to take full advantage of the situation by opening to your body’s wisdom. Therein lie deeper insights into the nature of your power. Mars will work its way back through Cancer and Gemini, so areas of special interest will be our emotions, security, home and family, communication and ways of engaging with the world. You might reflect on what makes you truly happy, or begin conversations with your loved ones about how to show affection. Make time to do the things you like to do with each other. Notice what boundaries you have in place (or not) and how you expect them to serve you. Become aware of your impulsive or thoughtless reactions to situations and then take your time to develop a more conscientious path toward resolution.

So, did you get that? SLOW THE %#$@ DOWN. (I didn’t say it. It’s the planets, darlings.) We must make this time count. We do that by really experiencing it, luxuriating in it, loving every blessed moment. If there’s no way to ease the pressures of your life, make a commitment to do one small thing once a day/week that feeds your soul. Taking baths, stretching or meditating for 10 minutes, reading poetry – anything that feels restful and recharges your batteries is appropriate. This goes hand in hand with the work of the New Moon as well, with five planets pondering the nature of existence in Sagittarius. One of the archetypes of Jupiter-ruled Sagittarius is the hermit or guru, calling us to the mountaintop to restore our connection to a larger sense of self, and to our inherent divinity within. Yet another symbol is the benevolent King who seeks expansion and prosperity for his people. The challenge here is staying active and of-the-world while remembering our responsibilities beyond material needs.

For most of our recorded history, which is decidedly slanted against the little guy, the story goes like this: We came, we saw, we conquered. It is of-the-world with no responsibility. This is what imperialist, colonizing powers do to places and people that have resources they want to exploit. And so it is and ever shall be, because that is the nature of the human animal. The End, so the history books say. But now, we (the little guys) are rising up to say, What a shame, what a waste – and what a LIE. The New Moon is coming and we are paying attention. We see in it the potential to shift the balance of power, so that power means respect for both masculine and feminine structures. We now understand how vital it is to remain open. To be porous and vulnerable, like a cell’s membrane that receives information from its environment in order to survive. To be nurturing, offering assistance to others when they are in need. To be prudent, withdrawing energy from structures that aren’t working. To be dormant, sinking into the compost of transformation for a while. 

To the more masculine, active force, this can appear dead, idle, lazy, or weak. It looks like weakness – and so the exploitation, the taking advantage, the steamrolling into modernity. But truly, the feminine, receptive aspect of humanity contains the real meaning of responsibility: response-ability. The ability to respond.  Not rigid, not barricaded, not impenetrable. Open. With the New Moon at 17 Sagittarius on December 9, we have an impetus to wait, to take our time, to receive – because that is the very antidote to the pace and progress that is killing us. Mars is retrograde and in beneficent aspect to Venus in Scorpio. The time is ripe for committing more of our lives to beauty and nourishment, to the slower pace and natural rhythms of the feminine. If we do not respect this important element of life, it can unleash terrible consequences, which often looks like natural disaster and environmental catastrophe.

On one level or another, we have all been spun into the story that might makes right, and that hierarchy and domination are natural. This feeds the fundamentalism of the times. And this is exactly what I’ve been talking about here for months as we lead up to the Pluto-Jupiter conjunction – the lie of One Right Way. It’s time to break the spell of this lie. Again, this will not happen overnight. 

Here are some ideas to consider:  Tell or write the story of the past twelve years of your life. Pay attention to themes that come up around power (sexuality, security, desire, authority) and your belief systems (values, spirit/religion, law).  Talk to someone about your own prejudices and brainstorm how you might work on those issues.  Are there ways you go against your nature? Are there parts of you lacking nourishment? If so, what resources exist in the community that you could give your time to in order to cultivate new growth within?  What do “Feminine” and “Masculine” mean to you, and how are these principles active in your life? 
Follow through with it – journal it, talk about it, paint it, ritualize it – while the Pluto-Jupiter conjunction is exact at 28 Sagittarius on December 11-14. This is not a time for outright battles, but for approaching our adversaries, both inside and out, with cautious respect for the power they have. If we do this, we might discover that it is not a power to be lorded over ourselves or others, but actually a source of energy to fuel the great changes we are being asked to make in our lives. This is an everyday revolution I’m talking about. The simplest of choices we make in our day-to-day lives rippling out to plant seeds of great change, seeds for the future.

With the coming of the winter, getting a reading can help you contemplate these changes and visions within! Rhea is available on the phone and in person for astrological consultations. To set up a reading, or if you have questions or comments about her monthly astrology reports, please email turningwheelastrology[at]yahoo.com or call 503-234-8996.
Here are some interesting resources, for those inclined toward seeking:

Working to end racism: http://www.damaliayo.com/pdfs/I%20CAN%20FIX%20IT_racism.pdf 

Working to promote partnership:

http://www.partnershipway.org/html/aboutus.htm 

Joanna Macy’s Holonic shift in consciousness:

http://joannamacy.net/html/livingsystems/holonicshift.html 

Rhea Wolf just realized that she hasn’t left her house in three days, except to take a walk around the block with her family, and it doesn’t really distress her. Is this Leo becoming a hermit? She has been a wonder-filled student of astrology for over 25 years. She lives in Portland, Oregon with the man she loves, her daughter, three friends, one dog and four chickens. 
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