Ad Astra Per Aspera

Astrology Reports by Rhea Wolf

November 2005

The inner shake-ups and crunchy vibes of October’s eclipses (October 4 – New Moon and October 17 - Full Moon), which left many of us feeling a bit exhausted, just happened to coincide with a month of remarkably similar holy days in many religious traditions. In Judaism, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are observed as a time to atone for past wrongs. In Islamic traditions, fasting and contemplation are essential to the holy month of Ramadan, as are strengthening family and community ties. In the Earth-based faiths (Wicca, Witchcraft or Paganism), Samhain or Hallowmas is revered as a time of honoring the ancestors, and a time when our prayers and spells can be most powerfully heard as the veils thin between the worlds of spirit and flesh. Each of these days brings a message of purification and cleansing of the past year, readying for the new year. This time also supports us in rekindling our heart’s desire. We can each participate in the energies of this lunar cycle by touching back to our intentions for our lives. Knowing the future rests on the works of the past, honoring our ancestors and the wisdom they have for us may assist us in this endeavor. 

Our astrological omens for the coming month also prepare us for a time of reflection, community and purification. The Sabian Symbol1 for the New Moon in Scorpio (November 1st) is “The overtones of human relationships based on a community of work or experiences.” Scorpio is a social sign by nature. It is intense, sexual, and powerful in the realms of death and regeneration. It is much maligned in the popular Astrology world, often because we are still so unfamiliar in this culture with the feminine powers of darkness, and our own desires to be “more than ourselves.” The New Moon in Scorpio can help us find the ways we long for union and the creation of a new and greater whole. This is called “emergent properties” in General Systems Theory and is the yearning search for the “Beloved” in mystical poetry.

The dark side to this dark side is a greed for social power and lust. Any foundation of civilization built on greed, the generation of fear, and the need for social power is destined to fail. This New Moon in Scorpio calls each of us to identify our own destinies with the destinies of others. Look for the ways you can plant a seed into the fertile ground of mutual cooperation and deepening relationships. This is the way to a future of remembered interconnections, and it is these relationships and bonds that carry us through the dark times of winter.

The November Full Moon lands on the 15th at 23 degrees Taurus. From the collectivity of Scorpio, we go back to the individuation of Taurus. The Sabian Symbol for the Full Moon is “An Indian Warrior riding fiercely, human scalps hanging from his belt.” Though this symbol is a bit frightening, and many would call it antiquated, it reminds us of the powerful aggression and violence that exist in human nature. In this image, it is the oppressed appearing as oppressor, and we may find it apropos to consider our willingness to point a finger at the violence and aggressiveness of others before we name our own. With this symbol and the planet Mars in retrograde2, this seems a great time to reflect on what we are willing to fight for. While the sign of Taurus is a symbol of stewardship and connection to the earth, it also potentially binds us to instinctual, earthly desires and a need for survival. This may come out as a fear of other cultures or people different from ourselves. We live in a country that highly values violence as a reasonable answer to our differences. During this full moon, we might consider the ways we harbor this impulse in our own hearts – the tyrant within. As eco-philosopher Joanna Macy says, our rage can come from our love of justice. The question is not “Is it right to feel rage or to fight against perceived wrongs?” but rather, “Are the ways we express our hatred of injustice contributing to a community of wholeness instead of drawing up lines for who’s right and who’s wrong?”

Mars Retrograde adds to the current need for this kind of introspection. Mars is a planet of action, desire and impulse, and it is currently traveling backward through Taurus until December 10th. During this time, you may experience obstacles blocking your plans or it may be difficult to access energies for initiating things in your life. Don’t push it. Give yourself a chance to get acquainted with aspects of Taurus in your own life: nature, security, practicality, home, what you value, finding your voice. Getting clarity about these things will support you in future projects.

And for those of you familiar with the astrological cycles of the year, you might be buckling up for another Mercury Retrograde, which begins on the 14th of November at 10 degrees Sagittarius and ends on December 3rd (though we’ll be feeling its effects through the “shadow period” - all the way to the Winter Solstice on the 22nd). I would like to approach this often dreaded time with a word of ease – Relax. Yes, when Mercury appears to go backwards in our sky, it is definitely a time to use extreme caution when buying cars, communicating important information, or signing contracts, for example. But it also presents an opportunity which I find fitting for this time of year, an opportunity to re-examine, re-flect, and re-new. Thanksgiving will fall during this retro period. You may want to reconnect with what you feel gratitude for and reevaluate out-dated belief systems that are holding you back from deepening your relationships to self and community.

1. The Sabian Symbols were developed by clairvoyant Elsie Wheeler in 1925 and provide us with images that move through the individual and collective experience of the entire 360 degree wheel of the zodiac.  (See Rudhyar, Dane, An Astrological Mandala)

2. retrograde - a planet is described as retrograde when it appears to be moving backwards through the zodiac. In Astrology, we see this as a time when we are not quite in control of events and are invited to closely examine our actions and impulses rather than rushing things.
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