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In 2000, I was a part of a traveling troupe of artists called the Gaia’s Witness Pilgrimage Project. We wandered around Montana bearing witness to environmental degradation, more specifically to the Berkeley Pit – at the time, the largest Superfund site in America. The Berkeley Pit is in Butte, and is an open pit mine filling with extremely toxic water, endangering the water supply for local residents and migrating bird populations. We expected to take a look, talk to locals and create public art out the experience. What we experienced was a trip through the underbelly of our Planet. What we experienced was a journey to hell. We hiked on highways while Montana’s forests burned. We were utterly rocked by the state of things and by our own breaking hearts. Nothing went as planned. But that’s what happens when you enter the realm of Scorpio, the underworld, the place where your darkest desires and most palpable fears step into the light. We thought we would change something and offer healing. But we were changed, broken. I believe it’s a Tibetan Buddhist proverb which says “Only a broken heart can hold the whole world.”
And here we are with the Full Moon this month in Scorpio. Whatever we don’t work with consciously, whatever we keep hidden, will rise up and bite us in the ass. But it also holds tremendous healing potential and power. Coming to light today in the national media are some scary facts about the quality of recruits the US Army is accepting. Standards are relaxing, and we find more criminal backgrounds, less education and more mental illness. If we take the lesson of Scorpio, the implications of this are very worrisome. Higher-ups may be looking the other way as they welcome troubled souls into the military fold, but sooner or later the ramifications will indeed rise up: an army of soldiers with less conscience, looser morals and extreme tendencies to break what few laws we have to protect civilians and foreign soldiers from reckless violence. Or, in the positive expression of bringing the hidden to light, thousands of people here in Portland – and all over the country – turned out the May Day for a spirited march in support of immigrant rights. Telling the political powers that we will not be silent about how our economy depends upon the sweat of unacknowledged and often demonized illegal and legal labor, and that we demand amnesty and basic human rights for all the citizens of the planet. 
On the personal level, our journey toward wholeness continues. We work to bring into the light all parts of ourselves. We maybe don’t want to look, but unless we do so with an open heart and mind, those unsavory bits will rear up anyway and make us prisoner to their sub-consciously brewed desires. Everything is important. Look at it. Witness it. Be brave as you spelunk the caverns of your emotions, the dark night of your soul. That tremendous healing power I spoke of? Use it to uncover the incredible chance you have to rise to this occasion. Awaken, you are the whole world healing itself. Things are bad. Not what we wanted or expected. But that part of you that’s hurting and yes, even terrifying can unleash a gift. If you only look at it and welcome it with eyes open. Take a look at your chart to see where 11 degrees Scorpio is for you. There may be buried treasure there in the guise of toxic waste. And if it truly is toxic, by all means, transform it. Much of the medicine we use to heal ourselves physically is derived from matter that can also be poisonous. See if you can apply that principle to your spiritual-emotional-mental planes.
Jupiter went retrograde in the sign of Sagittarius last month, and continues in backwards fashion until the beginning of August. By the end of the year Jupiter will be making contact with Pluto, also in Sagittarius. We remember that Jupiter expands whatever it touches. Right now, it can give us a chance to get ready for a leap of faith and reflect on as yet untapped reservoirs of new energy to put into understanding our beliefs and the larger picture. During this retrograde period, we may pull our energy back a bit in order gain a new perspective. Toward the end of 2007, the simple faith of Jupiter meets its maker and discovers that all things come to an end. This could mean that we experience a complete loss of our spiritual values and gain insight into the impermanence of all phenomena. Sounds intense and depressing, but Pluto’s influence can help clear the way for an awakening to new beliefs. Faith forged in Pluto’s fire acknowledges the certainty of death and still chooses to act with optimism and confidence.
So, from our encounters with death and darkness, we enter the great fertile time of Beltane. All this fertility and celebration comes from what has preceded it, the dying and the cycling through. Lately I’ve been thinking about these cycles that hold us. Every 28 days, our moon goes from new to full to dark, and then is new again. The way the Moon moves around the Earth and the way we move around the Sun means that the Full Moon lands in a sign – like Scorpio, this month – and then lands in the opposite sign – Taurus, in this case – when it becomes New. It’s a perfect example of paradox and how one sign can hold a certain essence that its opposite sign needs for wholeness. The New Moon at 25 degrees Taurus on May 16th grounds us to the land and to all the beings we share it with. So while Scorpio says, All is impermanent, transcend and merge with the Divine! Taurus says, Honor your lineage and sustain the traditions that nourish you here on Earth. They are both right. And they each contain a kernel of the other’s purpose. We have to know where we come from in order to forge ahead. A mantra for this New Moon might be “those who don’t know their history are doomed/destined to repeat it.” The energy of this great holy day (Beltane) was traditionally celebrated by making love in the fields to ensure a good harvest in the fall. We acknowledge our roots and our place in the creativity of the ever-expansive universe. What we reap is what we sow. Plant wisely, with patience and conscientiousness. And be willing to break apart and be surprised along the way. 

And head’s up! Two more juicy astro-tidbits. There’s a “Blue Moon” this month, which just means that two full moons appear in the same calendar month. Neptune goes retrograde this month as well. Maybe this will loosen all of us up a bit into not taking ourselves so seriously. Neptune is watery and all about surrender, but it can also bring out some hardcore dogma and fanaticism. So while it’s retrograde, we can re-think and feel out the qualities we are imbuing our daily lives with. If there’s too much clinging to ideas, read some poetry, listen to some music and let go. 
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