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Sometimes, looking at the bigger picture can be overwhelming. But the small things can feel, well, small and unimportant - especially to people well-indoctrinated into the flashy results-oriented culture of western civilization where size does matter. 

I used to think that if I cut myself off from knowing current events and stopped taking action from what I heard in the news, that I was a bad person. As I’ve probably mentioned, a great teacher of mine1 says that the healing of the planet and the healing of our selves is not separate. How I understood this for the longest time was that I needed to make sure I was very active in both spheres – the inner and the outer. Or that if I worked for change in the physical world, transformational inner changes would also magically occur. But what I wasn’t willing to see is that someone who is focused on just the inner work is actually changing the world too. If fact, people doing “just the inner work” really pissed me off. I thought they were selfish. I thought they were the downfall of the revolution. I thought they were lazy, psycho-babbling ego-maniacs who couldn’t possibly love or care for the world as much as I do. (Can you say projection?)

Okay, so after having rugs pulled out from under me over and over again, I found myself forced into some pretty intense inner work and out of the world of seen work. I’m an astrologer and a full time Mama and Witch. Not many people see what I do anymore. I’m not an activist in the traditional sense of the word. Am I still involved in the Great Turning, creating a Life-Sustaining Society2? Yeah. I am. I had to become one of those people in order to discover how it might even be possible to create that beautiful world in which many worlds are possible3. The healing of the world is not separate from the healing of our selves. Now I better understand the many meanings of this statement.

This month we have a lunar and solar eclipse to explode us or inspire us into some new perspectives and startling discoveries. It just might be that by moving our attention away from the bigger picture for this cycle, we will uncover a mystery that leads us even closer to our Truest Purpose, our Highest Selves. So this month, let’s focus on the small tasks of our days. How we work at our jobs (does it feel like loving service or forced labor?) How we work at our relationships (are we meeting in the middle or bending over backwards?) How we work on ourselves (cramming our mouths with fast food as we rush from meeting to meeting or reverently living out the visions of our perfect day?) 

The Full Moon in Virgo on Saturday invites us to consider these questions. But so does the New Moon in Pisces on the 18th. This is the axis of “Enlightened Service4,” (Pisces-Virgo) the place to free oneself from guilt, fear and harmful self-criticism and awaken real compassion for self and others. Healthy doses of self-love can help us find the places we are of greatest service to the world. The energy of this cycle has been building for the last few weeks and it is definitely powerful. In order to work with it and not get blown away by it, it’s imperative to keep a sense of humor (the universe as cosmic joke) and to work with duck medicine (letting things just roll off your back.) 

Even armed with these tools, we are bound to get surprised and electrified by new people coming into our lives and revelations about our own core issues. You may feel bogged down by self-analysis and your problems. You may even feel compelled to completely change everything in your life – like what you’ve been living for (or doing for a living) is actually totally wrong and ohmygod! I’m so stupid not to have seen it sooner! Again, focus on the little picture right now, the day-to-day dealings of your existence. What’s happening right now? Is action needed? Am I supposed to take it? Who can help me? When should I take this appropriate action? These questions will also help us survive the end of the Mercury retrograde period (effects until March 29th) with a bit of grace. Taking time to perceive and reconsider what’s going on before acting can save us from blunders and accidents, which I’ve been hearing and seeing a lot of lately. (Be careful out there.)

This month, we may see a lot of sudden changes or a surge of energy in the bigger picture, too – affecting the stock market, global oil production, labor and food supplies, action pertaining to national health care, freaky cult activity or newly energized spiritual movements. The above tools still apply. 

As we welcome Spring with the Vernal Equinox on March 20th, Virgo and the Sixth House figure in heavily and will be shaping events for the next six months. Areas of interest are public health (or sickness); national services (army, navy and Civil Service); workers and employees generally; and trade unions. On the personal level, this really underlines what we’ve already been talking about with the eclipses such as finding your personal rhythm and bringing healthy service and compassion to the forefront.

The Sabian Symbol for the New Moon on the 18th is Light breaking into many colors as it passes through a prism. 

We invoke the light (inspiration and imagination). We utilize the prism (the tools of discernment and critique). We are the colors (who we are and what we do, acting with integrity). And there are many of us, taking the risks that make a more meaningful, complex world.  

Ultimately, the total lunar eclipse on the 3rd is a time to take stock of our resources. It will unleash its energy in the personal spheres of life, the realm of the Moon (emotions, security, relationships, family). The Solar eclipse on the New Moon on the 18th offers an opportunity to transform those resources into powerful action. We many find that the action takes us by surprise, in the form of swift changes happening to us. But we can also take the reins. To see where exactly all this will go down for you, it’s important to look at your chart and see where the Full Moon (13 degrees Virgo) and the New Moon (28 degrees Pisces) land.  

We are intimately involved in the bigger picture and the smaller one simultaneously, the seen and the unseen. There’s no escaping our involvement, our responsibility and our relationships. We desperately need people rushing from meeting to meeting. We need people inflamed by injustice enough to rally and protest. We need the street medics applying pressure to the wounds of our culture, society, and ecosystems. We also need people stopping cycles of abuse in their own family lines. We need people entering consciously into marriage and relationship, not out of economic or sexual necessity. We need lots and lots of people discovering how to dance in partnership with the Goddesses and Gods of their choice. The inner and outer. We need Enlightened Service. 
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3. Taken from a Zapatista proverb.

4. Moses Siregar III, Astrology for the Soul

Rhea Wolf is a double Leo behind the scenes. She is a Mama, poet performer, workshop facilitator and radical Witch who believes Astrology can support us in creating life-sustaining communities. She is available for natal chart readings and other astrological consultations. To set up a reading, or if you have questions or comments about her monthly reports, please email her at rheawolf@riseup.net. Gift Certificates Available!
