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While we may be breathing much easier in our personal relationships and finances now that Venus has stopped her retrograde antics, the collective stage is set for much upheaval and change. Global economics will run up against more resistance, and inflation could rise with the coming of the Eclipse cycle this March. By the end of next month, we can expect surprising news about the state of our oceans and weather patterns (connected to our ever-unfolding relationship with petroleum), as well as even more revelations about covert operations pursued by governments across the world and further aggression between nations. While this all sounds like business as usual for our trauma-taxed systems, there are also signs of healing and forgiveness, and the stirrings of new life bursting forth in our communities’ values, belief systems and ways of working together creatively. If we are open to this energy and striving for these attributes in our personal lives, we will reap the rewards of this powerful time on a broader social scale as well.

As the Sun moves into Pisces, we enter the waters of mystery, and a Jupiter-Neptune Square pushes us even further toward leaps of faith and innovations in humanitarian endeavors. The New Moon in Pisces on the 27th of February (known as the Crow Moon) wants us to push past our more usual ways of knowing. Tap into your intuition to find the path to wholeness. We call on Crow for this task, as he embodies ways of knowing that stretch beyond the normal toward the mystical realms of the occult. With this power to see comes the responsibility to protect that which is sacred, and Crow medicine asks us to “speak in a powerful voice when addressing issues that for you seem out of harmony, out of balance, out of whack, or unjust.” (Sams and Carson, Medicine Cards) If we just use our old minds to create new systems, we will come up against the same old problems eventually. Let’s break through by validating our spiritual and intuitive knowing in the work we do. Let’s claim it in our every day experiences and use it to create new minds that see brand new ways of relating to each other and our planet.

If we let our dreams guide us to thoughtful action, new structures will emerge from the seeds we plant during this fertile eclipse period (Full Moon/Lunar Eclipse on March 14 and the New Moon/Solar Eclipse on March 29). Eclipse cycles run on a six-month schedule, so it is also helpful to reflect back six months (late September – early October, 2005) to see what we may have set in motion at that time. What priorities or pressures did we have during that time? We may find ourselves face to face with the results of those actions and attitudes in the coming month of March. 

To work consciously with this eclipse cycle, notice what needs healing in your life and set in motion those actions that can help you put regular practices in place that support you in your healing. This can be both a spiritual and physical task, focusing on health and nutrition as well as daily ritual and community service. It also means asking for help when we need it and recognizing that our own goals can be realized when we see how it fits into the larger community vision. We can really take advantage of the Mars-Uranus energy right now to help us kick-start our desires and give us a fresh perspective on how we know our world through the environment and our social interactions. 

The Sabian Symbol for the New Moon/Solar Eclipse (March 29) at eight degrees Aries is “A crystal gazer: The development of an inner realization of organic wholeness.” What unites us even beyond differences of politics, race, national boundaries, religion, gender? As philosopher Ken Rose says, our humanness needs to become our primary identity. This identity can then stir us to wholeness and to actions that work on behalf of all the kingdoms of Earth. The inner realization is a key part of this equation. What is waiting to awaken in you? Where are you being called to act with this integrity and concentration of purpose? (Look at 8 degrees Aries on your chart.)

The Vernal Equinox On March offers its support in balancing the energies of our conscious will (the Sun) and our unconscious reactions (the Moon) with the hard work of Saturn, as these three planets form a Grand Trine. As it activates the fiery part of you, which knows you are inherently part of something deeper and vaster, be brave and assertive in calling forth the changes you want in yourself and the world.

Mercury goes retrograde again from the 2nd to the 24th of March. As Mercury is traveling through Pisces, it’s a great time to give yourself adequate reflection before speaking and to experiment with how you talk about healing and the magical parts of life. This bodes well with the practice of cultivating your intuition, as mentioned above.  Jupiter is going to join the retrograde party on the 4th of March. Through July, we can work with this energy by focusing on the unbeaten path in our intimate relationships, which can mean taking another crack at it or approaching situations of intimacy from new, unconventional points of view. This is also a time when opportunities for growth in sexuality, birth/death mysteries, and spiritual merging can appear in strange places. Be watchful and willing to push through personal blocks so as not to miss these healing opportunities. 
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