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As I mentioned in the last report, Venus and Saturn have been in a tight embrace, conjunct in Leo. Venus has since moved on to Virgo, but went retrograde on July 27th, so this aspect will be working on us for a while. Mars is being pulled into the twist, squaring them in Taurus and Gemini. Last month, the first hit of this conjunction might have told us something was wrong, especially for Leos or people with planets in any of the Fixed Signs (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius). We found that we couldn’t keep up appearances and fell apart. It might have shaken our self-confidence. We felt like it was time to take action and change, but how? As Venus works her way back to Saturn, we can all take part in evaluating our relationships and the beauty that sustains our lives. Retrograde = time to reflect.  Emotions could be running high, and if we don’t give them proper credit, we might engage in destructive behavior that seems harmless on the surface, like a romantic fling. Saturn wants a commitment, and Venus follows her heart. You can see why this might get tricky. If there has been too much Saturn in your relationships, see how you can inject some romance and beauty back into them. Conversely, if you have been holding out on settling down, you might want to look in the mirror to see what you’re so afraid of. People looking for love should know that love affairs started during a Venus retrograde period often have a better chance of break-up, but who can reason with the heart? If you fall in love between now and September 9th, blessings to you. You can be sure this love affair will present you with startling insights into the nature of love itself. These insights may be painful in the short term, but if you are active with your inner-work, you can do some heavy-duty healing of the heart during this time. With Saturn and Neptune in the picture as well, be cautious about giving away your power to another. The lessons of love might center on breaking out of your own victim-savior patterns. Love does require sacrifice, but when we lay all of our dreams on that altar, relationships can’t bear the weight of it. Practice healthy giving and receiving, and don’t expect love to fix everything. 

The full Moon (July 29 at 6 degrees Aquarius) and Neptune are getting a workout in Aquarius, trying to get a little healthy perspective about human relationships. We are pressed to come to terms with not only our highest ideals of society, but our outright disappointment and failures to live up to these ideals. Sometimes failure has the shiniest gems of wisdom. We need not be prisoner to vision even while we strive to bring it into form. We have been given many tools during the last two years to dismantle our own oppressive tendencies with the Neptune-Saturn opposition. Take a look back over the last two years to see what major changes you’ve undergone. Re-reading journals can offer amazing insights. What have you let go of? What lessons have been working you? How has your relationship with work changed? How have you been asked to reveal more of your inner-world to others (creativity, ideas, spirit)? What did that feel like? As Saturn moves out of orb with Neptune, we may feel more acutely the washing away of a certain sense of self, wondering who we are now. This can feel good or quite uncomfortable, depending on your own natal chart make-up. Let gentleness be your guide. We’ll all get a lovely, healthy kick in the pants when Saturn moves into Virgo in September – which will help us put to good use all of the rather strange and complicated messages of the past two years. But right now, gentleness and opening are essential ingredients. With Saturn-Mars in tight square and Jupiter sextile the Moon, pulling too hard to make something happen or making drama out of passing feelings will only lead to more thrashing about of ego-driven desire and need. 

The Sabian Symbol for this full Moon is “A child is seen being born out of an egg.” What is most necessary for birthing is surrender. Of course, we must also work hard and have support. But in the end, who are we within the emptiness? What meets us in the void? We are striving to be co-creators of the world. Who are your allies in this work? What is created in partnership is often quite surprising. How can you make more room for others in your dreams and visions, and let your ego step aside when necessary?    

Mercury and Neptune are in a quincunx or inconjunct aspect to each other this Full Moon, pushing into consciousness how we communicate with and about the Mystery, our faith, and belonging. This indicates some pressure building in how we perceive our insular, bloodline families compared with our larger human family, the global community. With Mercury in the sign of Cancer, honestly communicating our feelings and boundaries in our smaller families becomes important practice in order to move to a place where conflict, disagreement and difference don’t automatically lead to violence or repression.  This full Moon, we can work to recognize the family-community-world connection, how the microcosms affect the macrocosms and vice versa, rather than putting all our focus on one area and hoping for the best in the other. 

On August 12th, the new Moon rises at 19 degrees Leo. Venus, Saturn, the Sun, and Mercury are all moving through the Lion’s den. What a fantastic send-off we can have for Saturn leaving Leo and Neptune behind. The full Moon is traditionally party time, but I feel like this new Moon deserves some sort of collective acknowledgment and celebration. New Moons serve as moments to set intention, to begin again. While they are often energetically quiet and more introspective than our howling-at-the-full-Moon counterpart, the new Moon in Leo and the August holy day of Lammas/Lughnasa begs for friends and community to gather. Gratitude, the abundance of first harvests and the recognition of hard work unite us. This is a truly spectacular moment in time – dizzying and harrowing, yes – but packed with possibility. So sometime this month, make time to get together with your family (blood or choice) and do something creative and regenerative. Invite each guest to bring an ingredient to contribute to something made collectively - a collage, soup, a quilt, a garden patch, an altar. Let each ingredient hold that person’s intention and vision for the future. These can be personal statements (such as the desire to make more time for one’s children or partner) and collectively shared goals (such as committing to volunteer in the community). Take some time to focus on how you use your creativity. Each of us is an artist in some area of life. Cherish the gifts you have been given and be fearless in sharing them with the world. This is the energy of the new Moon, waiting for us to reach out to it. 
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