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Right after the holidays I find myself thinking about the word home a lot, usually because I have just returned from visiting my family in Kansas. With the Full Moon in Cancer, the astrological symbol of home, family and roots, it seems appropriate to consider what home is. According to my Oxford American Dictionary, home is “the place where one lives permanently, especially as a member of a family or household.” It is also “a place where something flourishes” and the place from which something originates. Those definitions could be taking about the same place or three entirely different places. 

In a world in which many of us have so many options for travel and relocation, I wonder about the loss of continuity and tradition. I hunger for stronger connections to my roots. Even as I reject certain family beliefs as too limiting, I want my daughter to know where she came from and to grow up with grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins. I want the kind of love and protection for her that seems to grow from family support and creates stability through changing times. But I live 1700 miles away from it. And I often feel torn in two. Because here in Portland, I have found a community that is bound by shared beliefs and practices that have been cultivated by each individual’s personal exploration and not out of a duty to uphold familial (tribal) traditions. In a certain sense, I have found my spiritual kin, a lineage of ideas rather than blood.   

Tonight, the Full Moon will rise at 12 degrees Cancer in a very close trine to the planet Uranus, a configuration that can assist us in discovering definitions of home that include shelter (both physical and metaphysical), creative flourishing, and appropriate reverence for our origins. Cancer is often thought of as rather limiting and overly bound by tradition. But Cancer is a creative force that seeks to condense relationships and knowledge into a cohesive, understandable, and nourishing structure. As the Full Moon rises tonight, consider writing your own definition of home. What do you need to feel connected? Is it constancy or is it expansion? Probably it’s a little of both. Home is not only a literal place, but is also the fully realized and established human being who carries with her the knowledge of who she is. Because of the plethora of choices we have, we must become pioneers whose unknown territories are both our buried and bruised family roots and a future of new community structures that may include our blood relatives or may expand to include a more complex system kinship and family. This Moon cycle can bring very sudden and exciting changes within family structures and provides us with new energy to transform those structures consciously as well.

We just passed the Winter Solstice, but the darkness is still deep. We have a while before we begin really seeing the return of the light. The Moon is new on January 18th at 28 degrees Capricorn. The Sabian Symbol for this New Moon is “A woman reading tea leaves.” In this symbol, we have the best of all worlds. We use our analytical powers to discern the deeper meanings that run underneath all phenomena. When we acknowledge that there are indeed unseen forces at work in our lives, we lessen the hold our egos may have on us. This enables us to be able to get out of our own way and really put our Goddess-given skills and talents to work for the benefit of all beings. If we trust that there is more to the world than meets the eye, we do not have to know the outcome of our actions. The spell that we did on the Solstice of visualizing a quality we wanted to be born in ourselves this year was the first step. As the moon wanes and dissolves into the darkness of the night, ponder what practical second step you can take in your life to nourish that Winter Solstice dream. 

Saturn is currently retrograde in Leo and will be until the middle of April. During this period Neptune and Saturn are still opposing each other in the sky. So, do more revision and refining work in your artistic/creative life rather than beginning any big new projects. This is more of a time to reflect and see if there are any ways you have been deceiving yourself. Maybe you need to adjust some deadlines or ask yourself why you are doing something. Leo, the vital force of creation, wants you to express yourself and step into leadership roles but only once you have recognized that you are a vessel for the spark of inspiration, not the source of it. Once you are clear with your intentions and feel aligned with the Bigger Picture, you will be able to work more smoothly and joyfully. This is the last time Saturn will be retrograde in Leo before it enters Virgo ground in early September. Whatever your creative medium may be, expect to encounter the last little tangles and mix-ups in your efforts before a final surge of Sun-infused love brings your project to fruition. Know that it is happening to help you further define and clarify your goals before completion.
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