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Does the magic of the season get you down? Does the hustle and bustle of holiday shopping frenzy feel more like a death march? This is such a magical, mystical time of year, a time to pause and go into deep introspection - and yet many people spend the majority of it running around like mad trying to find the perfect electrical gizmo for their beloved. I know I am not singing an unfamiliar note. Cynicism has long been just as much a symbol of the season as eggnog and mistletoe. Our task then is one of reclamation and transformation. We can make something new out of the old, just as the Sun dies and is born again on the longest night of the year. What are the things we like about this time of year? How can we discover the magic that’s always there, buried below piles of stuffed toys and bland sentiment? It’s there. Possibility.  

The Sabian Symbol for tonight’s Full Moon in Gemini is: The great artist, a world famous pianist, sits at his instrument on the stage of a huge auditorium. Gemini is often accused of being the jack-of-all-trades, master of none. But in this symbol, we see virtuosity – of bringing enlightened discipline to our work and receiving recognition for our effort. Gemini is in many ways the sign of possibility. Its mythological ruler, Hermes or Mercury, is adept at discovery. He possesses a curiosity that leads to invention. He finds his way as easily into trouble as he escapes it. As a symbol for this Full Moon, we can imagine ourselves balanced on the edges of reality, birthplace of change and chance. The pianist is similarly balanced. Her craft and artistry grow partly from solitude and discipline and partly from the energy and wildness of live performance. Possibilities. The place of the crossroads. As the moon rises tonight, call in the source of your power. Sources of power can be meditation, compassion, the Earth, kindness, wilderness, community. You don’t even have to know what it is, but you have to be curious enough to ask and awake enough to notice it when it surges through you. Take a look at where 12 degrees Gemini is in your chart. Is this a source of power you haven’t tapped into yet? This Full Moon could be a place to find an as yet undiscovered gift you have to share with the world. 

With the New Moon at 28 degrees Sagittarius on December 20, we have another big planetary line-up like last month’s party in Scorpio. This time around, we have a traffic jam in Sagittarius: Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, Pluto, Sun, Moon. And to make it all the more interesting, Saturn is forming a tight trine to Pluto during this period. The trick is, I can’t tell you what it all means. You have to discover it through your own inner voice. Well, at least that’s what the spirit of Sagittarius would want you to do. With the Saturn/Pluto rendezvous, again we focus on sources of power. In this case, we have a window of opportunity to be once and for all released from structures and habits of deadness, carelessness, and manipulation. A teacher of mine talks about the porch light above our heads, which is always shining the light on our purpose. Sagittarius tells us to get in touch with this again through time alone, walking in nature and striving to see with a broader perspective. When we embark on a path of enlivening dedication, we break the chains of blind fanaticism. We can become devoted to meaningful living instead of the meaninglessness so often pushed on us for the sake of preserving the American Dream. With this New Moon in Sagittarius, letting go of materialism and consumerism could be at the top of our lists. As we begin this moon cycle, we can imagine cooking a magical elixir that includes properties of our Highest Selves. Taking a cue from the planets now in Sagittarius, these properties might be generosity (Jupiter), courage (Mars), ingenuity (Mercury), transformation (Pluto), creative leadership (Sun) and nourishing self-love (Moon). Now is the time for all of us to awaken to the understanding that it takes many ways, many cultures, many religions and philosophies to make the world go round. 

During this time of Yule, while the sun journeys through Sagittarius, make it a priority to reflect on sources of power. What has been driving you? Is it time to switch to something a little safer, some renewable energy, as it were? This is the time of recharging. Take it easy. Take some down time. On the night of the Winter Solstice (December 21), light a candle and journal a bit on the previous year – your upsets, your successes, the cycles you walked through, the events that still confuse you and the moments of epiphany. 

The magic of the season: Honoring our conifer tree friends, who stay green all year round and remind us of the promise of new life; honoring elders; rituals of gratitude and sacrifice; sharing food; spells of renewal, promise and intention.

A spell you might try this Winter Solstice: On the darkest night of the year, gather a piece of paper, a red candle and a fire-safe dish. Light the candle. Let yourself meditate on the previous year and look toward the coming one. On the piece of paper, write a single word or draw a symbol that represents a quality you wish to have born within yourself as the sun is reborn on this night. From the flame of your candle, light the paper on fire. As it burns, imagine that you already possess the quality you desire and see how it looks. The spell is done.

Rhea Wolf is a double Leo learning to live in the dark. She is a new Mama, poet performer, workshop facilitator and radical Witch who believes Astrology can support us in creating life-sustaining communities. She is available for natal chart readings and other astrological consultations. To set up an astrology reading, or if you have questions or comments about her reports, please email her at rheawolf@riseup.net.
