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Blessings to you during this time of Lammas, when we celebrate the harvest, reap what we have sown, and make offerings to the land that sustains us. It can be difficult to remember joy, celebration and gratitude during times like this; our fellow humans in Gaza, in Israel, in Sudan, face more senseless violence and here in America, City Councils in Las Vegas and Orlando are actually making it a crime to feed homeless people in public parks. But it is exactly in times like these that our joy and inspiration can become acts of resistance. Feeding each other or giving to organizations that work toward peace can become a part of our seasonal observance of Lammas. And it is exactly these types of acts that our Aquarian Full Moon also calls us to consider.

Aquarius, ruled by the electrically awakening Uranus, is the sign that holds the possibility of communal transformation. This makes me think of Rupert Sheldrake’s theory of morphogenetic fields – a very Aquarian idea – which offers an explanation for how human consciousness is shared. Morphogenetic fields are like electromagnetic fields that carry information instead of energy. So if enough of us humans develop a new skill or start living a really juicy alternative paradigm, a morphogenetic field is created and can help others to use this new information without actually receiving instructions in a physical form. So as we hold space for say, an end to war and greed, our intentions can actually create the change we visualize. (this does not get us off the hook of rolling up our shirtsleeves and working on the physical plane as well…)
This Full Moon on August 9th also pits some powerful energies in opposition. I find myself especially mystified by the actions of governments these days. Neptune (illusion, dreams, the collective) is indeed throwing its watery, slippery cloak over Saturn (structures, society, government) as they continue to oppose each other in the sky and land in conjunction to the Sun and Moon in this full moon chart. What am I talking about? Well, as many astrologers note, the last time we had a big Neptune/Saturn tango (Squaring each other in ’89) we witnessed the fall of the Berlin Wall. This time around, it’s more intense and antagonistic: blind nationalism and allegiance to symbols, strong unconscious (and emotional) needs directing action, an attachment to structures which no longer serve us. At least, this is what I see happening right now. We do however have the chance to let go of our small identities and neediness. We can rise to identify ourselves with the larger body of Gaia – which includes humans we disagree with or even those who threaten us. We can also dismantle those systems – in particular value systems – which keep us from seeing the truth.

While this relationship between Neptune, Saturn and Jupiter continues to touch us through mid-2007, what we consider beautiful can be what gives us stability. Ask yourself how much beauty is worth to you – whether it’s a forest, a ripening garden, or a special someone. Then consider how you are spending your time. Make it a point to take actions that honor what you find beautiful and inspiring. It might mean you have to alter your perception of productivity, success, or need.

These actions usher us to the New Moon in Virgo on August 23rd, and the valuable tool of discernment and refinement. Begin to focus your projects more specifically and call on the complex network of your community to fill in all the gaps instead of doing everything yourself. We can use the gifts of an individualist culture like ours while we relearn how to work together. This means not only getting involved in groups but knowing when to break free and follow your own path when the energy calls for it. To see where this new moon will call you to service, see where 0 degrees Virgo is in your chart. 
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