Happy Full Moon! If you would like to keep receiving Full Moon Reports from Rhea, you must join the Yahoo Group. 

Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/turningwheelastrology and sign up today!

Ad Astra Per Aspera

to the stars, through difficulty
Monthly Astrology Reports by Rhea Wolf

April 2008

Full Moon in Scorpio

Scorpio is a paradox: a watery sign and a fiery one too. Its animal allies – a phoenix and a scorpion – show us the power of truthful transformation and the relentless desire to stick to one’s nature. It is capable of displaying the utmost intimacy and depth within relationships, but it can just as easily hide under thick skin in order to forego that uncomfortable feeling of vulnerability.

Recently, I heard an astrologer from Olympia by the name of David Pond give a lecture about the water signs and our general cultural eschewing of all things emotional. He said love is often spoken of as a risk – you could get hurt, so it might be better not to go there. “But it’s not a risk,” he went on, “it’s an absolute guarantee. When you love, you will get hurt. And then you’ll heal, and get hurt again, then heal. That’s what we do.”  

With the Full Moon in Scorpio and the Sun entering Taurus on April 20, let this be our new lesson. Love is a guaranteed pain in the ass. But it is also the main source of the true pleasure and meaning we can find in life. Zen Buddhist poet Thich Nhat Hanh has said that he wouldn’t wish a world without suffering on anyone, because it is only by being present with our suffering that we learn true compassion and understanding for others. The key words here are “being present.” Holding onto our suffering often closes us off from others just as much as not exposing our sensitive underbellies. A ritual for the Full Moon in Scorpio invokes the fiery Phoenix, that legendary bird who is willing to face her own death in order to see her true immortal nature. She doesn’t take a risk; she knows she will burn up. She will be consumed by the flames. So, what are you afraid of losing to love – autonomy, money, self-dignity? Call in the Phoenix and ask her to help you release what’s holding you back from love. This is love for self as well as others. Give up the drama of suffering and start feeding the flames of transformation instead. 

With Venus, Mars, and Jupiter in a Cardinal T-Square, our focus is split and we may feel pulled in too many directions. Confusion will not help any of us with the challenges that lay ahead and could lead to rash decisions. For now, pull your resources back from some things. Decide what one or two areas you are going to honor with your attention, giving precedence to what you need in order to survive. It’s different for each of us – shelter, nourishment, art & beauty, spiritual discipline. If you simply can’t simplify, then get really clear and specific about what each project needs in order to survive. What are the roots that feed it? What’s the core value that’s driving your participation with it? 

For about six months out of every year, Pluto is Retrograde, and we have just entered that time again. Retrograde until September 8, and then moving back into Capricorn on November 26, Pluto will be making its last dip into Sagittarius for over two hundred years. The themes of the last 13 years will make a final appearance in headlines and consciousness – philosophy, higher law, religion. I’m unsettled by the possibilities when I consider the violent events of our recent past, but let’s hold open the doors of perception for an option that finally moves us out of fanaticism and fundamentalism. Pluto in Sagittarius could have been a time of understanding the Oneness behind all belief and the death of the illusion of separateness. It seems like we went the other way collectively, but perhaps with the last gasp through the sign of the archer, we will get a clear shot to the heart of our fears so we may be released from factions, waking up to the work we have to do together. Pluto will be in a Grand Trine with Saturn and the Sun while in sextile to the Full Moon, so the time is ripe to burn through some old karmic debts. Anything you’re still holding onto after the Full Moon on the 20th, you better be in love with because it’s gonna be around for while. With some good old-fashioned elbow grease, you can dislodge even the most stubborn karma from your ethereal closet. Get out the shovels, the hankies, the matches, and keep letting go, letting go, letting go. 

New Moon in Taurus

The New Moon is exalted in Taurus, which means it finds easy expression in the sign that rules the sensual, earthy pleasures of life. This New Moon is about growth, so take some time to consider your own fertile fields. Are you feeling well fed by what you’ve planted? Maybe it’s time to rotate some crops for general health of all. This doesn’t mean committing to a whole new way of life, but allowing for some variation to help cleanse our senses and reprioritize. Collectively, we really have our work cut out for us on this. As global food prices soar and shortages make headlines, we need to examine our own practices as they relate to the whole. Using the bulk of our grain production to feed livestock (meat) or our gas tanks (ethanol) is not sane or humane. 

The Sabian Symbol for this New Moon is “An old teacher fails to interest his pupil in traditional knowledge,” which speaks of the inadequacy of the old paradigm to properly define the new one. When we hold too tightly to what we know, it’s almost impossible to see the brand new tomorrow waiting for us. Solutions seem few and far between and usually require a bloody sacrifice. But there’s Venus conjunct the New Moon, as the woman at the ancestral well receiving new wisdom (Universal Love) that points the way forward. I invoke the powers of art, creativity and sensual pleasure to help us find the antidote for a world out of balance. What’s something beautiful you can do to shake you out of an old paradigm?

Saturn goes Direct on May 2nd, which should be a bit of a relief for anyone who’s been facing financial straits. If you’ve been doing your homework, you’ve definitely been thinking about how to re-imagine your income and the work you do for others. When Saturn turns direct, we can begin putting those ideas into action. Jupiter will be going retrograde on the 9th of May, so I’m not saying it’s all a golden highway up ahead. We have to get inspired in new ways and discover opportunities where it looks like a dead end. If you are being honest about what you can handle, and forthright in claiming the amazing skills you have, you will find yourself receiving recognition from new places in the near future. You have to trust in yourself and listen to the needs of others around you to find to best way to make a good fit. 

Rhea Wolf has been a wonder-filled student of astrology for over 25 years. She lives in Portland, Oregon with the man she loves, their daughter, three friends, one spirit-dog and four chickens. Contact her for astrological and intuitive readings at turningwheelastrology[at]yahoo.com.
