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April 2006 - Seed Moon
 

Happy Full Moon! I will be taking a break from my monthly report for the next moon cycle, but plan on returning in time to send out an astrological report for the Summer Solstice. 
The Full Moon arrives on April 13, perched at 23 degrees in Venus-ruled Libra. As April is named for Venus’ Greek counterpart Aphrodite and as the New Moon on April 27th also lands in a Venus-ruled sign (7 degrees Taurus), I thought it best to take a closer look at the Goddess who presides over these realms.
Venus, like many Goddesses, had her original triple aspect as Virgin-Mother-Crone erased over time by the patriarchal religions. Eventually, she became most identified as a goddess of sexuality and love. According to researcher Barbara Walker1, her temples indeed often included schools devoted to unlocking spiritual grace through sexual union (similar to Eastern Tantric practices), and espousing the belief that death itself was the culminating sexual act of our desire to merge with the divine. Venus’ associations stretch further than sacred sexuality, as the goddess of animals and the hunt, goddess of culture and art, and goddess of generation and the cycles of birth and death.
In Astrology, Venus’ domain is basically relationships, material possessions, pleasure & beauty, and social roles. But her role as the archetypal Virgin and Whore is an especially important aspect to consider now, as Venus is conjunct Uranus in Pisces in the Full Moon chart. Bound by no man’s laws, self-possessed and freely expressive, Venus embodies self-love and self-value. More importantly, Venus speaks to us of choices. During this lunar cycle, we may not care about the consequences of fulfilling our needs, and we may find that what we love and value is at odds with the larger world or the collective.
I find that the Sabian Symbol2 for this Full Moon helps shed some light on this: “A butterfly with a third wing on its left side.”  As Dane Rudhyar writes, it is through our spiritual development and deeply listening to our hearts that we will find “new responses to basic life situations.” Sometimes what our hearts desire is not fair or compassionate. How do we act with courage to claim these desires – honoring and loving the self – while also honoring the responsibilities we have to the whole? 
I would like to take a cue from local Astrologista Emily Trinkaus for some guidance on this question. Saturn is currently moving through the sign of Leo. Leo’s allegiance is to the individual creative will, while Saturn speaks of social responsibility. By including more time for your own creative play, following your romantic inclinations and invoking your dramatic flair, you could actually discover more of what needs to come rising up to create harmony in our communities. Throw a wild party, go to the amusement park or playground, spend time following your impulses.
With the New Moon in Taurus on April 27, give yourself time to reflect on the past. Taurus speaks of what sustains us. Let us honor our ancestors, familial and philosophical, and recognize that we are the ancestors for those who have yet to be born. Recognize the gifts you have received from those whose bones we walk upon and that you have gifts to share with the future.
In the continuing unfolding of our current Jupiter-Neptune square, I have been very interested in a couple of items crossing my path. The first is the recent discovery and translation of the Gospel of Judas, announced by the National Geographic Society on April 6. According to the New York Times, this account relates that Jesus actually asked Judas to turn him over to the authorities, and that “by helping him get rid of his physical flesh, Judas will act to liberate the true spiritual self or divine being within Jesus.”
With Jupiter traveling through Scorpio (and squaring Neptune in Aquarius), this revelation is right in line with uncovering and even celebrating that which society has deemed taboo for the sake of spiritual development. In this case, the man who “betrayed” one of the most important religious figures in history is raised to a new level of honor and recognized for his service to something larger than personal, egoic drives. This also brings to mind the need for so many of our world’s major religions to recognize that our own inner moral confusion and even our actions may at times reflect darker drives which, when explored and brought into consciousness, can actually propel us toward wholeness, not Hell.
I also wish to pass along an excerpt from an article written by mystical scholar Andrew Harvey about the re-emergence of the Black Madonna. Speaking of the crucifixion of both ourselves and the planet, he writes: 
 
The destruction is, in fact, a form of that extreme grace. It's quite clear that humanity is now terminally ill, and can only be transfigured by a totally shocking revelation of its shadow side. And this is what we're living through, these shadow sides exploding in every direction because we have done nothing but betray the sacred in us. We have lacerated the sacred in others. We have betrayed the sacred in an orgy of fundamentalism. We have brutalized the sacred in nature. We are now terminally destructive…

 
Those who turn to the Mother in total faith, those who turn to the Black Madonna…will be empowered in the core of themselves to become what everybody who has a heart and a mind must now become--a spiritual revolutionary devoting their entire life and all their resources to the preservation of the planet. 
 
Finding the Black Madonna, in whatever form you want to find her, realizing the massive task that she's doing and turning to her for protection is now crucial to the preservation of the planet. It's extremely important that people really come to understand the feminine and turn towards it, because it's our betrayal of the feminine in ourselves and in the divine that has led to this crisis.

 

We can work with unlocking the energies of choice as we reclaim Venus in both her Virgin and Whore aspects. We can develop our own intuitive understanding of what is happening and reveal new strengths that we possess. We can break through self-destructive drives (Pluto-Mars opposition) to honor all parts of ourselves.
 

Rhea Wolf is a double Leo with a Twelfth House Sun. She is a performing artist, workshop facilitator and Witch who believes Astrology can support us in creating life-sustaining communities. She is available in person in Portland, Ore. or on the phone for natal chart readings and other astrological consultations. To set up an astrology reading, or if you have questions or comments about her reports, please email her at rheawolf@riseup.net.
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